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Joyce and Jerado Reynolds used SBA

support to succeed.
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eynolds Welding &
Fabrication has grown
steadily, building a loyal
customer base, since
Jerado Reynolds founded
the company in 2005.

“At first the company was just Jerado,’
recalls his wife and co-owner, Joyce
Reynolds. “Then it was him and me part
time.” During the day she worked as a
nurse and spent her evenings doing all
the company’s paperwork. The Reynolds
sank everything they earned into the
business—money, time, and energy. She
remembers with pride helping Jerado
weld a stair railing at a local school. Her
son later attended that same school,
and she watched her child and others
using the rail, benefiting from the
hard work the couple did together. It
was then Joyce decided as much as she
loved her day job, she wanted to devote
herself full time to the family business
in Windsor, Connecticut. She wanted
to work side-by-side with her husband,
fully focused on administration and
business growth. As they both hoped,
word of mouth spread; clients made
referrals. Joyce was soon overwhelmed
with paperwork. They brought on two
employees—doubling up in the busy
seasons. They were able to maintain four
full-time employees by 2009. After this,
Joyce says, they saw that “things were
not moving.” She wanted to scale up.

Challenge

The company wasn’t growing in part
because it wasn’t certified with the
state department of transportation or
prequalified with the Connecticut State
Department of Administrative Services,
Joyce says. She decided to tackle the
certification problem full time, leaving
her nursing career. This was the change
she'd been wanting to make, but since
her background was in health care,
Joyce didn’t feel fluent in the languages
of construction or business. Joyce
wanted to learn, and she had incentive:
they needed the certifications to bid

on bigger jobs. “Never be afraid to ask
questions) she says. Joyce needed to
find people with answers.

Solution

She and Jerado connected with the
University of Hartford Entrepreneurial
Center & Women’s Business Center, an

>
32
o
<
v
5}
©
k2
€]
i
o
o
O
Ve
[
=)
%}
<
z
<
b
®
L

C
il

S

SBA Resource Partner, where “from day
one it was, Eureka! Everyone wanted

to see us win.” Women entrepreneurs
receive essential business counseling and
training from this national network of
community-based centers. Most helpful
was the detailed personal attention
available through free one-on-one
business counseling. Joyce also learned
about workshops offered by providers like
the Metropolitan District, a Connecticut
nonprofit municipal corporation offering
water and sewer services. At a meet-
and-greet, Joyce understood how much
the SBA could help her business. An

SBA professional walked Joyce through
the extensive paperwork and, crucially,
helped her register the company in

the System for Award Management
(sam.gov), positioning the company for
new federal contracts.

“Resources like the Entrepreneurial
Center and the SBA will train you from
bottom to top;’ Joyce says. “They have
finance classes that open your eyes
regarding taxes. You'll learn how to
register your business. They’ll help
with a contract or your website or
accountability statements. Everything!”

Before the SBA, Reynolds Welding
attempted the DOT certification on five
separate occasions, always falling short
because the process was so complicated.
Joyce secured the certification with SBA
guidance on the first attempt.

Benefit

Reynolds Welding now employs more
than 15 workers, constructing stairs,
rails, structural beams, and columns
throughout the region. Jerado is working

Tips for
Success

Find a great business mentor,
To find your local SBA office and
resource partners in your area, visit
sba.gov/localresources.

Have a healthy view

of competition.

We're not always competing.

We're a competitor, but if a similar
business has extra work, they'll send
it to us and vice versa. That's the
relationship to have.

Record everything you do.
Navigating business relationships

in this age means keeping an email
record of everything you do. Leave a
clear paper trail.

Sacrifice to ensure quality.
We don't cut corners. Sometimes you
have to lose money to do quality work—
it's rough, but nothing is more important.

Seek SBA assistance to
see if you qualify for
business certifications.

We used to look for jobs. Now that
we're on the SBA Subcontracting
Network database, SubNet, and
sam.gov, we have a continuous flow
of contractors reaching out to us.

on two bridges—a lifelong dream. Joyce
continues to move forward, getting
Reynolds qualified for the SBA 8(a)
Business Development Program, which
provides free business development
education to small businesses so they
can better compete in the public sector.
“When I came on full time, I set a goal
for what I would like for the company,
and I’'ve achieved 80% of that Joyce
says. When she secures 8(a) certification
for Reynolds, she’ll have hit all her
objectives. Then, she admits, she’ll
probably come up with some new ones.
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